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ITEM: When the Marvel Universe 
was stil aborning some twenty-six 
years ago, not all of its original crea- 
tions immediately grabbed hold of 
the public fancy. The astonishing Ant 
‘Man and the Human Torch lost theit 
solo strips within a few years, and the 
incredible Hulk was cancelled after a 
mere six issues (only to retum 
‘several years later as a co-feature), 
Now history is repeating itself in Mar- 
vel’ New Universe. Four of the eight 
original New Universe titles have 
failed to catch on with a big enough 
‘segment of the buying public to war- 
rant their continuation at this time. 
Those books which are being cancel- 
Jed with the issues on sale this month 
are... MERC, NIGHTMASK, KIC- 
KERS INC., and CODENAME: SPIT- 
FIRE. While we've tried to provide 
some sense of resolution to the final 
issues of these titles, you have not 
‘seen the last of these books’ charac- 
ters (with one exception, which shall 
bbe apparent in the last issue of the 
title). Expect the unfortunate few who 
have lost their magazines to appear 
from time to time in the remaining 
New Universe titles, as well as cer- 
tain new New Universe tiles now in 
the planning stages. Thats right, Mar- 
‘vel has not wavered in its commit- 
‘ment 0 its bold New Universe. We 
are simply retrenching, taking stock 
of what you, the true editors of our 
books, have told us about the merits 
and failings of our line, and were 
‘coming up with new ways to make 
the New Universe the place to find 
the kind of stories you can't read any- 
Where else. To help us accomplish 
this, we've placed all of the New Uni- 
verse tiles under the auspices of one 
editor, a man who deserves an item 
all to himself. So, without further 
‘ado 

ITEM: Etfective this very month, hum- 
ble Howard Mackie, former manag- 
Ing editor for special publications, will 
take the editorial helm of all the New 
Universe tities — namely, D.P.7, PSI- 
FORCE, JUSTICE, and STAR 
BRAND. Consolidating all of the 
books under a single editor's au- 
‘spices will help coordinate the books’ 
storylines 80 that he sagaol the New 
Universe can unfold like never be- 
fore. Howard, once known as the 
world’s most’ mysterious assistant 
editor, approaches the task with the 
unbridled enthusiasm he Is known 
for, and promises that the New Uni- 
verse: Year Two will blow the socks 
off everyone's expectations (thats, 
your expectations wear socks!), We'll 


profile Howard in this space next 
month! 
ITEM: The entries are stil pouring in 
‘on our New Universe slogan contest, 
and we're nowhere near sorting 
through the stack and determining, 
‘ur favorite. Soin the meantime, here: 
are more of your candidates for Offi- 
cial Sloganhood: 
“Ours is the New Universe” 
—Mike D'’Ascenza, Toronto, Canada 
"New way" "I now i!” 
—kevin Brittain, Haworth, OK 
“One with the New Universe!” 
—Robbie Rinto, Minerva, OH 
‘New News is Good News” 
—Lowel Davison, Easthampton, MA 
‘New Universe: Get Real 
—Richard Horsman, Pittsburgh, PA 
''saw the White Event 
—Beth Hlabse, Richmond 
Heights, OH 
“Its only the beginning’ 
—Mike Kamper, Western Springs, IL 
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‘QUESTION OF THE MONTH 
Wf the New Universe takes place 
in “real time,” how come a 
month does not pass between 
Issues of D.P.72 
“My understanding ofthe real time 
aspect of the New Universe books 
is that a year passes in the comic 
for every year that passes in real 
lite, not that there is a month in 
between every issue. By about the 
end of the frst year of D.P. 7's publi- 
cation, a year has indeed passed 
for the characters (actually by the 
endof #13). |felt that crucial things 
were happening within the frst ew 
Weeks of the Displaced Paranor- 
mals’ escape from the Ciinic that | 
did not want to gloss over, 30 | co- 
vvered that period in depth, | had to 
allow several month-long. time 
{9aps to make up for that at the end 
of the first year.” 

—Mark Gruenwald, D.P.7 writer 


‘New for You" 
—Sean O'Reilly, Hudson, OH 
‘Unleash the Universe” 
—Bert Gall, Grifin, GA 
“Travel through the New Universe 
—Emiliano Amaro, Bronx, NY 
“Until the next White Event 
Phill Barnes, Orlando, FL 
"New Times, New Needs: New Uni 
—Scott Odell, no address on entry. 
‘Marvelously real” 
—Nettie B. Hayden, Pelham, AL 
t've Got New Umania’ 
—Randy Ross, Port McNeill, BC, 
Canada 
“May the New Universe Never Grow 
ole 
Emie Wiegand, Alberta, Canada 
“The New Universe: Feet it around 
you" 
—Amy L. Watts, East Peoria, iL 
‘The newest expansion of yourimag- 
ination 
—Eric Philips, Canastota, NY 
The New Choice” 
—Anthony Sowinski, Maspeth, NY 
The New Universe is My Universe! 
—Tommy Spell, Jackson, MS 
‘Light my Universe’ 
—Phil McCieliin, Cald, ID 
‘New Rules! 
—Trult Johnson, Clenco, MN 
"ANow Universe lor New People’ 
—Brian Goodyear, Ontario, Canada 
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1 NIGHTMASK #12—The end 
‘of Voodoo! 
PSI FORCE #12—Stasis 
faith-healing power brings her 
in contact with a religious cult! 
KICKERS, INC. #12—The 
Kickers challenge a Canadian 
Hockey team! 
MERC #12—In atraining 
‘camp for Alghan Freedom 
Fighters! 
D.P.7 #12—Showdown at the 
Ciinic with the ultimate Paranor- 
mall 
JUSTICE #12—Thereis evilin 
{his world, And now, there is 
Justice! 
STAR BRAND ANNUAL #1— 
Is the power of the Star Brand 
too much for Ken Connell to 
handle? It could spell death for 
someone he loves! 
CODENAME: SPITFIRE 
#13—Jenny goes into action 
alone! 
PSI FORCE ANNUAL #1— 
Psi Force loses a member 
‘and gains a new one! Also, find 
‘out what all the team members 
‘experienced on the day they 
gained their powers! 


